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DearMembersof SwissChambeof Commercen ¢ N NJarid Readers,
It isa highprivilegeto be appointedasBoardMemberfor SCCandhavingthis chanceof meetingyou with thisissue

Longyearsworking for financial streamsof multinational companiesin Turkey,| had the chanceto be involved various
businesdecisiongn varioussectors Since2020 | believebusinesdeaderswere naturallytestedin leadershipin challenging
times like; the recessionthat started in Europe after the pandemic and the subsequentinflationary environment,
interruptions in the supply chain and the reflectionsof fluctuationsin raw material prices, natural disasters,production
investmentstockand cashmanagementin crisis | joined GeorgFischerby 2021, as companyCFOof GeorgFischerHakan
Plastic | was later appointed as the CFOof the one of the global BusinesdUnits, called Building Technology | had the
opportunity to be responsiblefor the financialmanagemeniof GFproductionunits in Switzerland Austria, Italy and Turkey
SinceAugust2023 | am happyto take over the role of ManagingDirector for the ¢ N NJorgani8ationand manufacturing
plantsof GeorgFischer

In GeorgFischerpromisingdevelopmentsachievedsincelast years Bythe lastquarter of 2023 GeorgFischehad acquired
Uponor. Thiswasthe kickoff for joining forcesof two very strong companiesfor becominga globalleaderin sustainable
Water and Flow Solutions With the acquisitionof Uponorby GFin 2023 Uponorand its 3'600 employeesworkingin 26
countriesin Europeand North America,became"GFUponor". Ourorganizationin TurkeyhasalsobecomeGFUponor.

GF,founded in 1802 and Uponor, with its more than 100 yearsof expertise,sharethe samevisionand a long historical
heritage The combinationof the companiesis consistentwith D C &ategicpriorities and is expectedto acceleratethe

executionof D C Steategy2025to drive profitable growth and further increasethe resilienceof the group. Together,GFand

Uponorare set to expandtheir footprint and offeringsand create a globalleaderin the attractive industry for sustainable
water and flow solutions,underpinnedby seculargrowth trends, such as growing demandfor cleanwater and efficient

indoor climatemanagement

Uponor'sexpertisein BuildingSolutionsacrossboth residentialand non-residentialend-marketsis highly complementaryto
the leading position of GFPiping Systemsin the Industrial segment,whilst Uponor's Infrastructure businessis a natural
extensionof the Utility businesawithin GFPipingSystemsin Turkeywe havestronglong lastingstakeholderbasisand high
reputation on quality and sustainability Operatingwith our two modern manufacturingplants innovationand sustainability
areandwill continueto be our pillarswhile growingour sustainable€ootprint in the region

Now being in the family of SwissChamberof Commercein ¢ N NJ| IAaén$oBking forward to our joint efforts and
collaborationfor further developingtrade and investmentsbetween ¢ N NJahd&®itzerland Thankyou for your warm
welcomeandlookingforward to meetingyoualsoin person

Best Regards,
EsraErdal
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Mr.! 1 LIP el &R IRIe bit aboutyour background

After | wasbornandcompleted  my primaryeducationin
The Netherlands,we moved to Turkeywith my family. |
completed my bachelorsdegreein economicsat Istanbul
YeditepeUniversity, MBAat AntalyaAkdenizUniversityand
executivemanagementcoursesat INSEADI have started
my professionalcareerin the agriculturalindustry 15 years
ago and held various roles in supply, purchasing and
commercial operations Syngentacorrespondsto more
than 10 yearsof my careerof whichl amthe BAHeadsince
2023

What is your impression of ¢ N NJ @n@ e Turkish
marketsofar?

Syngenta Turkey, being part of a global agricultural
company,likely seesTurkeyas a promisingmarket due to
its sizableagriculturalsectorand potential for growth. The
country's diverseclimate and fertile land make it suitable
for a wide rangeof crops,which presentsopportunitiesfor
companieslike Syngentato provide agricultural solutions
and technologies Additionally, Turkey'sstrategic location
as a bridge between Europe and Asia can offer logistical
advantagedor companiesoperatingin the region

Name us three extraordinary things about Syngenta
¢ NNJ A&SK
Threeextraordinarythingsabout Syngentaare:

1. Innovative Agricultural Solutions Syngentais known for
its cutting-edge researchand developmentin agricultural
technologies, including seeds, crop protection products,
and digital farming solutions, aimed at enhancing crop
productivity, sustainability andresilience

2. GlobalReachand Impact With a presencein over 90
countriesanda diverseportfolio of productsandservices,
Syngentahas a significantglobal footprint, allowing it to
address the diverse needs of farmers worldwide and
contributeto food securityon alargescale

[
syngenta.
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3. Commitmentto Sustainability Syngentais dedicatedto
promoting sustainableagriculture practicesthat minimize
environmental impact, conserve natural resources, and
support rural communities Our company invests in
initiatives  focused on climatesmart agriculture,
biodiversity,and responsibleuseof inputsto createa more
sustainabl€ood systemfor future generations

What is the biggestchallengeSyngentat N NJisXagir&yin
¢ NNJ AéSK

One of the significant challengeswe face in ¢ N NJis\ & S

navigatingthe complexregulatory environmentrelated to
agriculture  Additionally, competition, volatility and
socioeconomic factors could also pose challenges for
Syngenta¢ N NJ Howeéver, we as a team believe that
every challengebrings an opportunity, so we keep our
focusmore on the opportunities

What are the gains?
Syngenta Turkey stands to gain from its operations in
Turkey through several avenues:

1. Market Expansion Turkey offers a large and diverse
agricultural market with opportunities to expand
Syngenta'sustomerbaseand productofferings

2. IncreasedRevenue By servingthe needs of Turkish
farmers with innovative agricultural solutions,
Syngentecangeneraterevenuethrough salesof seeds,
crop protection products,anddigital farmingservices

3. BrandReputation Buildinga strongpresencen Turkey
can enhanceSyngenta'$rand reputation as a leading
provider of agricultural technologiesand solutionsin
the region

4. Researchand Development Collaborationwith local
partners and research institutions in Turkey can
facilitate the development of regionspecific

agricultural solutions, further enhancing{ @ y 3Sy i I

globalresearchanddevelopmentcapabilities
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QustainableAgriculture By promoting sustainablefarming practicesand offering solutionsto enhanceproductivity while
minimizing environmentalimpact, Syngentacan contribute to the longterm sustainabilityof agriculturein Turkeyand
strengthenits positionasaresponsiblecorporatecitizen

What future plansdoesSyngentat N NJhdlcasd what are the upcomingprojects?

We continuously aim to strive to innovate and expand our product offerings, improve sustainability practices, and
strengthenour marketpresence

Potentialfuture plansand upcomingprojectsfor Syngentarl urkeycouldinclude
Collaborativeresearchand developmentinitiatives with local agriculturalinstitutions and partnersto addressemerging
challengesaind opportunitiesin the Turkishmarket

Implementation of sustainableagriculture programs focused on environmental stewardship, resource efficiency, and
community development and we will continue to investment in marketing, distribution, and customer support
infrastructureto better servethe needsof farmersacrossTurkey

In addition, we are keen on positioning Turkeyas a regional hub, center of excellenceand innovation powerhousefor
SyngentaAMEA ¢ dzNJ| shr&te@idlocation and skilled workforce makesit an ideal choicefor consolidatingoperations,
fosteringinnovationand expandingour regionalpresence

What role doesthe Chamberof Commerceplay in your businesdife?
Providingopportunities for businesseto network and connectwith other members,potential customers,suppliers,and
partners Thanksfor organizingevents,seminarsand networkingsessiongo facilitate businesgelationships
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SCCTis proud to announce the unveiling of the
"Eternal Peace Clock" at the A &bsfjue Square,
which symbolises the historic Peace Treaty of

s,
Lausanne S,

S W, %% | SWISS CIAMBER
On 25 March 2024, a landmarkevent took placewith T i D OMMBIGE
the unveiling of the "Eternal Peace Clock", a %/ & | sineens

S
%/f’%mwﬁ“\‘\@

collaboration between the Municipality of A, dhe A i
ConsulateGeneralof Switzerlandin Istanbul and the

Swiss Chamber of Commerce in Turkey The -

. . Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
inauguration ceremony was attended by Muammer Confédération suisse

Keskin, Mayor of A, CbriAelia Camenzind Deputy Confederazione Svizzera JC? é ;

Consul General of Switzerland in Istanbul, Arpat Confederaziun svizra

enocak Presidentof the SwissChamberf Commerce , , prenE e
. .. . L. Consulate General of Switzerland in Istanbul
in Turkey,and other distinguishedguestsand officials Swiss Business Hub Tirkiye

Designedby Boran Pakkanand masterfully crafted by
Kocabirekip the clock symbolises the enduring
importance of diplomacy and mutual cooperation in
promoting global harmony This event not only
highlightsthe strongties betweenthe partiesinvolved,
but also servesas a beacon of hope for continued
internationalcooperation
T e M
g = ' ¢ Lozan Barig Antlagmasimin
©100. yilanisina Isvigre

| Istanbul Bagkonsoloslugu,

| Tarkiye'de Isvicre Ticaret

| OdasiDernegi ve Tektas

ySaatqilik Grubu katkilariyla
yapimistir.

Consulate General of
itzerland i bul,
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ATEZ

YAZILIM TEKNOLOJILERI A.S.

Huzur Mah. Azerbeycan Cad.B Blok
b2Yn. kK Hd {FNP&SNJ LAGI yodz
https://www.atez.com.tr/

ATEZounded as a provider of global customsand trade compliancesolutions,
driven by a missionto advancesustainabilitythrough the transformation of
crossborder processesinto autonomous, digital, efficient, and transparent
operations Drawing on extensive experience, particularly in Customs
Consulting, ATEZ specializesin developing Blockchaifbased ERP software
tailoredto meetthe evolvingneedsof end-to-endinternationaltrade.

Entitled as an R&DCenterin 2019 ATEZanksamong¢ N NJ to@sfefdersin
R&Dinvestment In 2023 ATEZvasselectedfor the ETurqualityProgramaimed
at fostering innovation and supporting the creation of regional and global
unicornsin the IT sector, thereby enhancingcompetitivenessin international
markets Sinceits inception in 2017, ATEZhas aimed to create value for all
stakeholdersandis advancingwithin the frameworkof a globalgrowth vision


https://www.atez.com.tr/
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YapiKredi

. I Kd&iPlaza D Blok 34330 Levent
SO ACT@IG v o dz
https://www.yapikredi.com.tr/

Asthe ideal businesspartner of its customersin banking,, | Ki&diis an entry
point to the localmarketfor internationalinvestorsin Turkeywith its wide range
of productsincludingcashmanagementforeigntrade, project finance,treasury
products,investmentbankingproductsandinternet bankingservice

. I K¥®dicontinuesits servicemodel coveringthe needsof International and

Multinational companiesn Turkeywith the CrossBorderBankingActivitiesteam

under the roof of Corporate BankingSalesand Credit Support This specially
establisheddepartmenthasbeen providingservicesexclusivelyto Multinational

and Internationalcompaniessince2007. TheCrossBorderBankingeam consists
of salessupport representativeswho are experts in their fields, who speak
different foreign languageswho have experiencein working with multinational
and international companieswho are knowledgeableabout the possibleneeds
and expectationsof these companiesand who alsoprovide consultancyservices
to them. | | Kd&diproducesand developsservicemodelsthat coverthe needs
of both nationaland international companies The Bankoperatesthrough more

than 800 branchesin Turkey and direct subsidiariesin Azerbaijanand the

Netherlands
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April 229,2024

( Exploring OpportunitiesSCCEngages with President of the
LYy @dSadyYSyd hFFAOS 2F (UKS trnfNBa

We are thrilled to sharethat the Board of
Directorsof the SwissChambenf Commerce
in Turkey recently had the pleasure of
meetingMr. A. Burak5 | € { /APRslderdaf
the Investment Office of the Presidencyof
the Republicof INNJ.A & S
Thismeetingprovideda remarkableplatform
to delveinto dynamicinvestmentlandscape
and explore avenues for collaboration,
particularly in the realms of educationand
skilled workforces Our discussionswere
markedby insightfulexchangesnd a shared
commitmentto fosteringmutual growth and
prosperity We are gratefulto the Investment
Office for their gracioushospitality and for
* facilitatingsucha productivedialogue

_ As we look to the future, we are excited
= about the potential collaborationsthat lie
~ " ahead and remain dedicated to further
strengtheningthe bond between Switzerland
andTNNJ.A & S
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( Strengthening Bilateral TieSCCMeets with Minister of
Industry and Technology inNFNJ| A & S n

SwissChamberof Commercein ¢ N NJhad&h& distinct privilege of meetingwith Mr. Mehmet
Fatih Kacir, Minister of Industry and Technologyof the Republicof ¢ N NJ Ac@@paniedby
esteemedrepresentativesrom the Embassyf Switzerlandn ¢ N NJ the & sulateGeneralof
Switzerlandin Istanbul, and CE@ of Swisscompaniesoperating in TN NJ|, /o' Selegation
engagedin a highly productive session During our meeting, we delved into substantive
discussionsaimed at enhancingthe investment landscapein TN NJ and ®stering lucrative
businessprospects The exchangewas characterizedby a spirit of collaboration and shared
vision,aswe exploredavenuedor further cooperationand advancementWe extendour sincere
gratitude to Minister Kacir and his team for their warm hospitality and insightful dialogue

Lookingahead,we eagerlyanticipate building upon this foundation of cooperationto cultivate
mutually beneficialopportunities




PAST EVE N TS e-Newsletter-May 2024

Swiss Chamber of Commercein T ¢ r ki y e

February 2st-220d 2024
(D! %L! b¢9t =+L{LG¢Cn

In our recent visit to Gaziantep,we had the honour of engagingin official discussionswith
esteemed figures including Gaziantep Governor Kemal 4 S g SSsdiantep Metropolitan
Municipality Deputy Mayor ErdemD N1 S,faddSGaziantepChamberof Industry President
Adnan« Y @S NR A

Additionally,the delegationhadthe privilegeof visiting GaziantepJniversityCampuswhere we
were graciouslhybriefed on the academicendeavourdy GaziantegJniversityRectorProf Dr. Arif
mT | & RiPyghoutthe event held on February21-22, the delegationwas provided with
comprehensiveinsights into the investment prospects and potential collaboration avenues
within the region Thisfruitful exchangeof information pavesthe way for promisingpartnerships
and mutually beneficialventuresin Gaziantep

¢
ZIANTEP BUYUKSELTE
BASKANLIGE




April 18" 2024, Fulya CarrefourSa Hiper
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In the "Taste of the World" event, which took place for the first time this year at the Fulya
CarrefourSAypermarket bilateral Chambersof Commerceand Istanbul TradeOfficesfrom 11
different countries, including the United States, Germany, Austria, Denmark, France, the
Netherlands,the United Kingdom, Italy, Sweden, Switzerland,and New Zealand, gathered
togetherwith CarrefourSAsthe host

As SwissChamberof Commercein ¢ N NJ|, weth&d the pleasureto representthe delicious
world of Swissflavors Featuring traditional flavors from 12 countries, including ¢ N NJ A
attendeeshad the opportunity to sampleeach country's specialdishes CarrefourSA'd ezzet

I' NJcl@efRalsoshowcasedhe uniqueflavorsof Turkishcuisine

The event provided a platform for various cultures to come together, fostering deeper

En Sevile
Kahvesi
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Many thankstob S & G f S fottheNderedos support
with the coffee& Swiss Chocolate Fountain




February 28 2024, Fairmont Quasar Istanbul
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We're thrilled to look back on the successof our EconomicOutlook 2024 event, held on
Wednesdayfebruary28, 2024 at the FairmontQuasaiin Istanbul

The event brought together esteemedmembers,industry experts,and VIPguestsfor an evening
filled with insightfuldiscussionsind valuablenetworkingopportunities

A heartfelt thank you goesto our eventpartner, UBPwhoseunwaveringsupportand collaboration
were instrumentalin makingthis eventa successNormanVillamin Group ChiefStrategistat UBP,
led a captivating EconomicOverviewsession,providing invaluableinsightsinto the forthcoming
financiallandscape His expertiseenriched our discussionssetting the stagefor an enlightening
event
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February 2242024, Gaziantep Technical University
(Lbbhx!'¢Lhb g3 /1T wO99wY Lb t | w{

‘Innovation and Career In Pursuit of Technology'panel hosted at the Faculty of
EngineeringGaziantegJniversityon February22, 2024

It was an incredible gatheringwith approximately300 students,academicsand officials
comingtogether to delve into the realmsof innovation and career paths in technology
Adecco shared various career programs and educational opportunities to encourage
studentsto strengthentheir positionsin the businessvorld and elevatetheir potential to

higherlevels

A huge thank you to Prof Dr. Mustafa Bayram,Dean of the Faculty of Engineeringat
GaziantepUniversity,and Arpat S y 2 Présidentof the SwissChamberof Commercen
Turkey,for openingthe panelwith inspiringwords.

In commemoration of the 100th Anniversaryof the Republicof ¢ N NJ iegp®adly
launchedthe SCCProject- EarthquakeRelieffor EngineeringStudents,aimingto provide
100 laptops We are thrilled to announcethat we have successfullyeachedour target,
thanksto the generouscontributionsfrom Swisscompanies
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Heartfelt appreciation to our moderator and esteemeuanelistsfor
generously sharing their invaluable insights
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Adecco  r-ywmm—

Thank you to our esteemed members for their kind support!



SWISS ALUMNI

During which time period have you gone to schoolin
Switzerland?

| went to school in Switzerland during the period
between 2009 and 2012 | studied Architecture at the
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Leyla aOPBQU-U
MSc Arch ETH , Founder of LIA

Born in Switzerland (1985), grew up in Istanbul. She completed
secondary and high school at the French college of Sainte-
Pul c h®sd ef Yildiz Technical University, YTU in
Architecture, first prize for the diploma project. Second
Bachelor and Master studies in Architecture at ETH Z ¢ r i
specializing in sustainable housing and digital fabrication. She
worked 5 years in Gigon/Guyer Architects, a leading
architecture firm of Switzerland. While working at Gigon/Guyer,
contribution to several award-winning projects and three first
prizes. Since 2016 as LIA - Leyla K| maArchitecture,
specialization in architectural and urban design with a focus on
sustainable housing, hotels, offices and schools. She speaks
fluent Turkish, German, English and French.

Teaching _ Academic //

2016 - 2022 she was part time lecturer, studio instructor in Bilgi
University, school of Architecture in K s t a nSinael 2021 she
has been a part time lecturer, studio instructor in Yél d
Technical University, school of Architecture in Ks t a. iBésiad
her office practice, she pursues her PhD in YTU from 2022.

She is continuing her professional life in Istanbuland Z ¢ r .i ¢ h

| thought | would havea hard time at new schoolbut the
generaldifficulty of the educationsystemin Turkey,the
technical strength of the YTUarchitecture department
from which | graduated,and the fact that | am usedto

ETH.2 N Naté Bompletingmy Bachelordegreeat, Pt R Pthe competitive environment and intense work tempo

TechnicalUniversityin Istanbul The5 year architectural
educationsystemin Switzerland consistedof 3 yearsfor
the Bachelordegree and followed by 2 years for the
master'sdegree T ¥ N NJit4 & $earsfor a bachelor's
degree However sincethey did not recognizemy 4 year
bachelor'seducation( first prize for the diplomaproject)
, | hadto repeatthe third yearof the Bachelordegreein
ETHY N N3o @Kthe Master degreel had to study 1+2
years | took it and passedmy final examsin the middle
of the term and took the Eth bachelor degree and
finished my master's degree in 2012 So, | spent 2.5
yearsat ETHA N Niet@é&en2009and2012

How come you went to Switzerland?Whose influence
wasbehindthis idea?

| was born in Switzerlandbut grew up in ¢ N NJ I/ad S

half Turkishand half SwissForthis reason,| havealways
had very close relations with Switzerland Most of my
family lived there. After studying at the faculty of
architecturein YTU,l wanted to continue my study in
ETHbecauset wasone of the bestarchitectureschools
in the World, and therefore it hasthe bestteachersand
schoolinfrastructure So#l appliedandwasaccepted
Doyou haveany specialmemories?

| havemanybeautifulmemories,but the one of my most
unforgettablememoriesat ETHwastaking lessonsfrom
the world-famous Pritzker Architecture Awardwinning
SwissarchitectHerzogand de Meuron, and anotherwas
attending a seminarin which the world-famousPritzker
Architecture Awardwinning Swiss architect Peter
Zumthorexplainedhis own buildings

Please give us a brief insight on your personal
experienceguringthat time.

gaveme an advantagein a difficult schoollike Eth It is
alsoan honourfor meto be includedtwice in the school
architecture yearbook of ETH,which includesonly the

best architectural projects, with one project each year
during the two yearsl studied Althoughthe majority of

the department | studied in was German, my English
improved considerablysincemost of my studentfriends
were foreigners Sincethere were more foreign students
at the schoolthan | expected,| had a very wide circle of

friends from all over the world. While | was studyingat

ETH,there was a free sports center for studentscalled
AVHZHerel wasintroducedto manysportsthat | never
had the opportunity to do. Sincethe sports center was
right in the center of the campus,it was possibleto go
there even between classes While | was studying at

ETHthe TurkishConsulatevasespeciallyinviting Turkish
studentsstudyingat ETHo all invitationsandreceptions,
it wasa really nicefeelingto know that they are here for

you.

Describe briefly the Swiss education system in

comparisonto the Turkishone.

Firstof all, when | wasacceptedto Eth Zurich,l wasvery
surprisedwhen | heardthat | had to study for an extra
year. However,when | took the coursesand passedthe

exams, | understood the difference better.

Unfortunately,in ¢ N NJwk wefe forced to take many
non-departmental courses in the first year (Turkish,
English, mathematics, etc.), but here there is an
education system that focuses only on department

orientedtechniquesandtheory.
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