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EDITORIAL

Esra Erdal 

General Manager , DŜƻǊƎ CƛǎŎƘŜǊ !D ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ

Dear Members of Swiss Chamber of Commerce in ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ and Readers,

It is a high privilege to be appointed as Board Member for SCCT and having this chance of meeting you with this issue.

Long years working for financial streams of multinational companies in Turkey, I had the chance to be involved various 
business decisions in various sectors. Since 2020; I believe business leaders were naturally tested in leadership in challenging 
times like; the recession that started in Europe after the pandemic and the subsequent inflationary environment, 
interruptions in the supply chain and the reflections of fluctuations in raw material prices, natural disasters, production-
investment-stock and cash management in crisis. I joined Georg Fischer by 2021, as company CFO of Georg Fischer Hakan 
Plastic. I was later appointed as the CFO of the one of the global Business Units, called Building Technology. I had the 
opportunity to be responsible for the financial management of GF production units in Switzerland, Austria, Italy and Turkey. 
Since August 2023, I am happy to take over the role of Managing Director for the ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ organization and manufacturing 
plants of Georg Fischer.

In Georg Fischer, promising developments achieved since last years. By the last quarter of 2023, Georg Fischer had acquired 
Uponor. This was the kick-off for joining forces of two very strong companies for becoming a global leader in sustainable 
Water and Flow Solutions. With the acquisition of Uponor by GF in 2023, Uponor and its 3'600 employees, working in 26 
countries in Europe and North America, became "GF Uponor". Our organization in Turkey has also become GF Uponor.

GF, founded in 1802, and Uponor, with its more than 100 years of expertise, share the same vision and a long historical 
heritage. The combination of the companies is consistent with DCΩǎ strategic priorities and is expected to accelerate the 
execution of DCΩǎ Strategy 2025 to drive profitable growth and further increase the resilience of the group. Together, GF and 
Uponor are set to expand their footprint and offerings and create a global leader in the attractive industry for sustainable 
water and flow solutions, underpinned by secular growth trends, such as growing demand for clean water and efficient 
indoor climate management.

Uponor's expertise in Building Solutions across both residential and non-residential end-markets is highly complementary to 
the leading position of GF Piping Systems in the Industrial segment, whilst Uponor's Infrastructure business is a natural 
extension of the Utility business within GF Piping Systems. In Turkey we have strong long lasting stakeholder basis and high 
reputation on quality and sustainability. Operating with our two modern manufacturing plants; innovation and sustainability 
are and will continue to be our pillars while growing our sustainable footprint in the region.

Now being in the family of Swiss Chamber of Commerce in ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΣ I am looking forward to our joint efforts and 
collaboration for further developing trade and investments between ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ and Switzerland. Thank you for your warm 
welcome and looking forward to meeting you also in person.

Best Regards, 
Esra Erdal
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Mr. !ƪǇƤƴŀǊƭƤ, tell us a little  bit about your background.
After I wasborn andcompleted my primaryeducationin

The Netherlands,we moved to Turkey with my family. I

completed my bachelorsdegree in economicsat Istanbul

YeditepeUniversity,MBAat AntalyaAkdenizUniversityand

executivemanagementcoursesat INSEAD. I have started

my professionalcareerin the agriculturalindustry15 years

ago and held various roles in supply, purchasing and

commercial operations. Syngenta corresponds to more

than 10 yearsof my careerof whichI amthe BAHeadsince

2023.

What is your impression of ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ and the Turkish 
market so far?
Syngenta Turkey, being part of a global agricultural
company,likely seesTurkeyas a promisingmarket due to
its sizableagriculturalsectorand potential for growth. The
country's diverseclimate and fertile land make it suitable
for a wide rangeof crops,which presentsopportunitiesfor
companieslike Syngentato provide agricultural solutions
and technologies. Additionally, Turkey'sstrategic location
as a bridge between Europeand Asia can offer logistical
advantagesfor companiesoperatingin the region.

Name us three extraordinary things about Syngenta 
¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΚ
ThreeextraordinarythingsaboutSyngentaare:

1. InnovativeAgriculturalSolutions: Syngentais known for
its cutting-edge researchand development in agricultural
technologies, including seeds, crop protection products,
and digital farming solutions, aimed at enhancing crop
productivity,sustainability,andresilience.

2. Global Reachand Impact: With a presencein over 90
countriesanda diverseportfolio of productsandservices,
Syngentahas a significantglobal footprint, allowing it to
address the diverse needs of farmers worldwide and
contributeto food securityon a largescale.

3. Commitmentto Sustainability: Syngentais dedicatedto
promoting sustainableagriculture practicesthat minimize
environmental impact, conserve natural resources, and
support rural communities. Our company invests in
initiatives focused on climate-smart agriculture,
biodiversity,andresponsibleuseof inputs to createa more
sustainablefood systemfor future generations.

What is the biggest challenge Syngenta ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ is facing in 
¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΚ
One of the significant challengeswe face in ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜis
navigatingthe complexregulatoryenvironmentrelated to
agriculture. Additionally, competition, volatility and
socioeconomic factors could also pose challenges for
Syngenta¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ. However, we as a team believe that
every challengebrings an opportunity, so we keep our
focusmoreon the opportunities.

What are the gains?
Syngenta Turkey stands to gain from its operations in 
Turkey through several avenues:

1. Market Expansion: Turkey offers a large and diverse
agricultural market with opportunities to expand
Syngenta'scustomerbaseandproductofferings.

2. IncreasedRevenue: By serving the needs of Turkish
farmers with innovative agricultural solutions,
Syngentacangeneraterevenuethroughsalesof seeds,
cropprotectionproducts,anddigital farmingservices.

3. BrandReputation: Buildinga strongpresencein Turkey
can enhanceSyngenta'sbrand reputation asa leading
provider of agricultural technologiesand solutions in
the region.

4. Researchand Development: Collaborationwith local
partners and research institutions in Turkey can
facilitate the development of region-specific
agricultural solutions, further enhancing{ȅƴƎŜƴǘŀΩǎ
globalresearchanddevelopmentcapabilities.
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Sustainable Agriculture: By promoting sustainable farming practices and offering solutions to enhance productivity while 
minimizing environmental impact, Syngenta can contribute to the long-term sustainability of agriculture in Turkey and 
strengthen its position as a responsible corporate citizen.

What future plansdoesSyngenta¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜhold andwhat are the upcomingprojects?

We continuously aim to strive to innovate and expand our product offerings, improve sustainability practices, and
strengthenour marketpresence.

Potentialfuture plansandupcomingprojectsfor SyngentaTurkeycouldinclude:
Collaborativeresearchand developmentinitiatives with local agricultural institutions and partners to addressemerging
challengesandopportunitiesin the Turkishmarket.

Implementation of sustainableagriculture programs focused on environmental stewardship, resource efficiency, and
community development and we will continue to investment in marketing, distribution, and customer support
infrastructureto better servethe needsof farmersacrossTurkey.

In addition, we are keen on positioning Turkey as a regional hub, center of excellence and innovation powerhouse for 
Syngenta AMEA. ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ strategic location and skilled workforce makes it an ideal choice for consolidating operations , 
fostering innovation and expanding our regional presence.

What role doesthe Chamberof Commerceplay in your businesslife?
Providingopportunities for businessesto network and connectwith other members,potential customers,suppliers,and
partners. Thanksfor organizingevents,seminars,andnetworkingsessionsto facilitatebusinessrelationships.



On 25 March 2024, a landmark event took place with 
the unveiling of the "Eternal Peace Clock", a 
collaboration between the Municipality of  ƛǒƭƛ, the 
Consulate General of Switzerland in Istanbul and the 
Swiss Chamber of Commerce in Turkey. The 
inauguration ceremony was attended by Muammer 
Keskin, Mayor of  ƛǒƭƛ, Cornelia Camenzind, Deputy 
Consul General of Switzerland in Istanbul, Arpat 
 enocak, President of the Swiss Chamber of Commerce 
in Turkey, and other distinguished guests and officials.
Designed by Boran Pakkan and masterfully crafted by 
Kocabirekip, the clock symbolises the enduring 
importance of diplomacy and mutual cooperation in 
promoting global harmony. This event not only 
highlights the strong ties between the parties involved, 
but also serves as a beacon of hope for continued 
international cooperation.

SCCTis proud to announce the unveiling of the 
"Eternal Peace Clock" at the  ƛǒƭƛ Mosque Square, 
which symbolises the historic Peace Treaty of
Lausanne.
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ATEZfounded as a provider of global customs and trade compliance solutions, 
driven by a mission to advance sustainability through the transformation of 
cross-border processes into autonomous, digital, efficient, and transparent 
operations. Drawing on extensive experience, particularly in Customs 
Consulting, ATEZspecializes in developing Blockchain-based ERP software 
tailored to meet the evolving needs of end-to-end international trade.

Entitled as an R&D Center in 2019, ATEZranks among ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΩǎ top spenders in 
R&D investment. In 2023, ATEZwas selected for the E-Turquality Program, aimed 
at fostering innovation and supporting the creation of regional and global 
unicorns in the IT sector, thereby enhancing competitiveness in international 
markets. Since its inception in 2017, ATEZhas aimed to create value for all 
stakeholders and is advancing within the framework of a global growth vision.

Huzur Mah. Azerbeycan Cad.B Blok 
bƻΥп. κ нф {ŀǊƤȅŜǊ Lǎǘŀƴōǳƭ
https://www.atez.com.tr/

https://www.atez.com.tr/
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Asthe ideal businesspartner of its customersin banking,¸ŀǇƤKredi is an entry

point to the localmarket for internationalinvestorsin Turkeywith its wide range

of productsincludingcashmanagement,foreign trade, project finance,treasury

products,investmentbankingproductsandinternet bankingservice.

¸ŀǇƤKredi continuesits servicemodel coveringthe needsof International and

Multinationalcompaniesin Turkeywith the Cross-BorderBankingActivitiesteam

under the roof of CorporateBankingSalesand Credit Support. This specially

establisheddepartmenthasbeenprovidingservicesexclusivelyto Multinational

andInternationalcompaniessince2007. TheCross-BorderBankingteamconsists

of salessupport representativeswho are experts in their fields, who speak

different foreign languages,who haveexperiencein workingwith multinational

and internationalcompanies,who are knowledgeableabout the possibleneeds

andexpectationsof thesecompaniesandwho alsoprovideconsultancyservices

to them.¸ŀǇƤKrediproducesand developsservicemodelsthat coverthe needs

of both nationaland internationalcompanies. TheBankoperatesthrough more

than 800 branches in Turkey and direct subsidiariesin Azerbaijanand the

Netherlands.

¸ŀǇƤKrediPlaza D Blok 34330 Levent -
.Ŝǒƛƪǘŀǒ ςTǎǘŀƴōǳƭ

https://www.yapikredi.com.tr/

https://www.yapikredi.com.tr/
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We are thrilled to share that the Board of
Directorsof the SwissChamberof Commerce
in Turkey recently had the pleasure of
meetingMr. A. Burak5ŀƐƭƤƻƐƭǳ, Presidentof
the Investment Office of the Presidencyof
the Republicof TǸǊƪƛȅŜ. 
Thismeetingprovideda remarkableplatform
to delve into dynamicinvestmentlandscape
and explore avenues for collaboration,
particularly in the realms of education and
skilled workforces. Our discussionswere
markedby insightfulexchangesanda shared
commitmentto fosteringmutual growth and
prosperity. Wearegrateful to the Investment
Office for their gracioushospitality and for
facilitatingsucha productivedialogue.
As we look to the future, we are excited
about the potential collaborations that lie
ahead and remain dedicated to further
strengtheningthe bondbetweenSwitzerland
andTǸǊƪƛȅŜ.

MINISTERIAL VISIT 

April 22nd ,2024
ζExploring Opportunities: SCCT Engages with President of the 
LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜη
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Swiss Chamber of Commerce in¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ had the distinct privilege of meeting with Mr. Mehmet 
Fatih Kacir, Minister of Industry and Technology of the Republic of ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ. Accompanied by 
esteemed representatives from the Embassy of Switzerland in ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ, the Consulate General of 
Switzerland in Istanbul, and CEOΩs of Swiss companies operating in TǸǊƪƛȅŜ, our delegation 
engaged in a highly productive session. During our meeting, we delved into substantive 
discussions aimed at enhancing the investment landscape in TǸǊƪƛȅŜ and fostering lucrative 
business prospects. The exchange was characterized by a spirit of collaboration and shared 
vision, as we explored avenues for further cooperation and advancement. We extend our sincere 
gratitude to Minister Kacir and his team for their warm hospitality and insightful dialogue. 
Looking ahead, we eagerly anticipate building upon this foundation of cooperation to cultivate 
mutually beneficial opportunities.

MINISTERIAL VISIT 
April 19th ,2024
ζStrengthening Bilateral Ties: SCCT Meets with Minister of 
Industry and Technology in TǸǊƪƛȅŜη
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In our recent visit to Gaziantep, we had the honour of engaging in official discussions with 
esteemed figures including Gaziantep Governor Kemal 4ŜōŜǊ, Gaziantep Metropolitan 
Municipality Deputy Mayor Erdem DǸȊŜƭōŜȅ, and Gaziantep Chamber of Industry President 
Adnan «ƴǾŜǊŘƛ. 

Additionally, the delegation had the privilege of visiting Gaziantep University Campus, where we 
were graciously briefed on the academic endeavours by Gaziantep University Rector Prof. Dr. Arif 
mȊŀȅŘƤƴ. Throughout the event held on February 21-22, the delegation was provided with 
comprehensive insights into the investment prospects and potential collaboration avenues 
within the region. This fruitful exchange of information paves the way for promising partnerships 
and mutually beneficial ventures in Gaziantep.

PAST EVENTS
February 21st -22nd ,2024
ζD!½L!b¢9t ±L{L¢η
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In the "Tasteof the World" event, which took place for the first time this year at the Fulya
CarrefourSAHypermarket,bilateral Chambersof Commerceand IstanbulTradeOfficesfrom 11
different countries, including the United States, Germany, Austria, Denmark, France, the
Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Italy, Sweden,Switzerland,and New Zealand,gathered
togetherwith CarrefourSAasthe host.
As  Swiss Chamber of Commerce in ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ , we had the pleasure to represent the delicious 
world of Swiss flavors. Featuring traditional flavors from 12 countries, including ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΣ 
attendees had the opportunity to sample each country's special dishes. CarrefourSA's Lezzet 
!ǊŀǎƤ chefs also showcased the unique flavors of Turkish cuisine.
The event provided a platform for various cultures to come together, fostering deeper 
understanding of one another and strengthening inter-country relations.

February 22nd 2024, Gaziantep Technical University
ζLbbh±!¢Lhb ϧ /!w99wΥ Lb t¦w{¦L¢ hC ¢9/Ibh[hD¸ t!b9[η

PAST EVENTS

April 18th 2024, Fulya CarrefourSa Hiper
ζ¢!{¢9 hC ¢I9 ²hw[5η

Many thanks to bŜǎǘƭŞ ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜfor their generous support 
with the coffee& Swiss Chocolate Fountain
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We're thrilled to look back on the successof our EconomicOutlook 2024 event, held on
Wednesday,February28, 2024, at the FairmontQuasarin Istanbul. 

Theevent brought together esteemedmembers,industry experts,and VIPguestsfor an evening
filled with insightfuldiscussionsandvaluablenetworkingopportunities.

A heartfelt thankyou goesto our eventpartner,UBP,whoseunwaveringsupportandcollaboration
were instrumentalin makingthis event a success. NormanVillamin, GroupChiefStrategistat UBP,
led a captivatingEconomicOverviewsession,providing invaluableinsights into the forthcoming
financial landscape. His expertiseenrichedour discussions,setting the stagefor an enlightening
event.

February 22nd 2024, Gaziantep Technical University
ζLbbh±!¢Lhb ϧ /!w99wΥ Lb t¦w{¦L¢ hC ¢9/Ibh[hD¸ t!b9[η

PAST EVENTS

February 28th 2024, Fairmont Quasar Istanbul  
ζ9/hbhaL/ h¦¢[hhY нлнпη
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'Innovation and Career: In Pursuit of Technology' panel hosted at the Faculty of 
Engineering, Gaziantep University on February 22, 2024!

It was an incredible gathering with approximately 300 students, academics, and officials 
coming together to delve into the realms of innovation and career paths in technology. 
Adecco shared various career programs and educational opportunities to encourage 
students to strengthen their positions in the business world and elevate their potential to 
higher levels.

A huge thank you to Prof. Dr. Mustafa Bayram, Dean of the Faculty of Engineering at 
Gaziantep University, and Arpat  ŜƴƻŎŀƪ, President of the Swiss Chamber of Commerce in 
Turkey, for opening the panel with inspiring words. 

In commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the Republic of ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΣ we proudly 
launched the SCCT Project - Earthquake Relief for Engineering Students, aiming to provide 
100 laptops. We are thrilled to announce that we have successfully reached our target, 
thanks to the generous contributions from Swiss companies.

February 22nd 2024, Gaziantep Technical University
ζLbbh±!¢Lhb ϧ /!w99wΥ Lb t¦w{¦L¢ hC ¢9/Ibh[hD¸ t!b9[η

PAST EVENTS

February 22nd 2024, Gaziantep Technical University
ζLbbh±!¢Lhb ϧ /!w99wΥ Lb t¦w{¦L¢ hC ¢9/Ibh[hD¸ t!b9[η



Past Events

Heartfelt appreciation to our moderator and esteemed panelists for 
generously sharing their invaluable insights.

Thank you to our esteemed members for their kind support!

February 22nd 2024, Gaziantep Technical University
ζLbbh±!¢Lhb ϧ /!w99wΥ Lb t¦w{¦L¢ hC ¢9/Ibh[hD¸ t!b9[η

Past Events

February 22nd 2024, Gaziantep Technical University
ζLbbh±!¢Lhb ϧ /!w99wΥ Lb t¦w{¦L¢ hC ¢9/Ibh[hD¸ t!b9[η
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During which time period have you gone to school in 
Switzerland?
I went to school in Switzerland during the period 
between 2009 and 2012. I studied Architecture at the 
ETH ½ǸǊƛŎƘ after completing my Bachelor degree at ¸ƤƭŘƤȊ 
Technical University in Istanbul. The5 year architectural 
education system in Switzerland  consisted of 3 years for 
the Bachelor degree and followed by 2 years for the 
master's degree. Tƴ ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ it's  4 years for a bachelor's 
degree.  However, since they did not recognize my 4 year 
bachelor's education ( first prize for the diploma project) 
, I had to repeat the third year of the Bachelor degree in 
ETH ½ǸǊƛŎƘ so for the Master degree I had to study 1+2 
years. I took it and passed my final exams in the middle 
of the term and took the Eth bachelor degree and 
finished my master's degree in 2012. So, I spent 2.5 
years at ETH ½ǸǊƛŎƘ between 2009 and 2012. 
How come you went to Switzerland? Whose influence 
was behind this idea?
I was born in Switzerland but grew up in ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ. I am 
half Turkish and half Swiss. For this reason, I have always 
had very close relations with Switzerland. Most of my 
family lived there. After studying at the faculty of 
architecture in YTU, I wanted to continue my study in 
ETH because it was one of  the best architecture schools 
in the World, and therefore  it has the best teachers and 
school infrastructure. So# I applied and was accepted.
Do you have any special memories?
I have many beautiful memories, but the one of my most 
unforgettable memories at ETH was taking lessons from 
the world-famous Pritzker Architecture Award-winning 
Swiss architect Herzog and de Meuron, and another was 
attending a seminar in which the world-famous Pritzker 
Architecture Award-winning Swiss architect Peter 
Zumthor explained his own buildings.
Please give us a brief insight on your personal
experiences during that time. 

I thought I would have a hard time at new school but the 
general difficulty of the education system in Turkey, the 
technical strength of the YTU architecture department 
from which I graduated, and the fact that I am used to 
the competitive environment and intense work tempo 
gave me an advantage in a difficult school like Eth. It is 
also an honour for me to be included twice in the school 
architecture yearbook of ETH, which includes only the 
best architectural projects, with one project each year 
during the two years I studied. Although the majority of 
the department I studied in was German, my English 
improved considerably since most of my student friends 
were foreigners. Since there were more foreign students 
at the school than I expected, I had a very wide circle of 
friends from all over the world. While I was studying at 
ETH, there was a free sports center for students called 
AVHZ. Here I was introduced to many sports that I never 
had the opportunity to do. Since the sports center was 
right in the center of the campus, it was possible to go 
there even between classes.  While I was studying at 
ETH, the Turkish Consulate was especially inviting Turkish 
students studying at ETH to all invitations and receptions, 
it was a really nice feeling to know that they are here for 
you.
Describe briefly the Swiss education system in 
comparison to the Turkish one.
First of all, when I was accepted to Eth Zurich, I was very 
surprised when I heard that I had to study for an extra 
year. However, when I took the courses and passed the 
exams, I understood the difference better. 
Unfortunately, in ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ we were forced to take many 
non-departmental courses  in the first year (Turkish, 
English, mathematics, etc.), but here there is an 
education system that focuses only on department-
oriented techniques and theory. 

Leyla �ø�O�P�D�Q �<�|�U�•�U
MSc Arch ETH , Founder of LIA  
Born in Switzerland (1985), grew up in Istanbul. She completed 

secondary and high school at the French college of Sainte-

Pulch®rie. Bsc of Yildiz Technical University, YTU in 

Architecture, first prize for the diploma project. Second 

Bachelor and Master studies in Architecture at ETH Z¿rich, 

specializing in sustainable housing and digital fabrication. She 

worked  5 years in Gigon/Guyer Architects, a leading 

architecture firm of Switzerland. While working at Gigon/Guyer, 

contribution to several award-winning projects and three first 

prizes. Since 2016 as LIA - Leyla Ķlman Architecture, 

specialization in architectural and urban design with a focus on 

sustainable housing, hotels, offices and schools. She speaks 

fluent Turkish, German, English and French.

Teaching  _ Academic  //

2016 - 2022 she was part time lecturer, studio instructor in Bilgi 

University, school of Architecture in Ķstanbul.  Since 2021 she 

has been a part time lecturer, studio instructor in Yēldēz 

Technical University, school of Architecture in Ķstanbul. Beside 

her office practice, she pursues her PhD in YTU from 2022. 

She is continuing her professional life in Istanbul and Z¿rich.


